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merit our substantial sympathy. 
They have been moit generous 
toward every department of the 
work of the church. They are 
humble, loving, true, devoted tad 
hospitable. 

Hay God help all to respond 
in a substantial, Christian man- 
ner. 
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(Mir Brethren in Johnstown. 

The information about our 
Brethren in Johnstown is suffic- 
iently definite to make oar duty 
plain. We >have a letter, else 
where, from the present pastor, 
Bro. J. B, Rittgers, which tells 
us what the situation is in part, 
as it affects our church and her 
interests. The church building 
is damaged to the extent that 
about $1,500 will be required to 
repair it. Now the Brethren are 
absolutely destitute there. The 
amount required to repair the 
building may eeem large, as in 
country places, where brethren 
can do a large share of the work, 
good buildings can be erected for 
that amount of cash. So we 
deem it expedient no make a lit- 
tle explanation. 

The Johnstown church house 
was purchased from another de- 
nomination, we understand, and 
the cost of the building and 
ground on which it stands, 
amounted to about twelve thou- 
sand dollars ; probably a little 
more. It is a stont and stately 
brick structure, two stories, and 
substantially made and finished. 
But there is no grandeur or ex- 
travagance about it. It is a very 
plain buildiug for a church. The 
north wall of the ,church was 
built in the edge of the channel 
ot the river, but not the one in 
which the great flood came. 
This river, the Sumy Creek, 
empties into the Conemangh, a 
little distance from the church. 

Now, pastors and brethren, let 
every one do all he will to speed- 
ily supply the brethren there the 
means to promptly repair their 
church for use again. Moreover, 
the lower story can be occupied 
by a family or two, and aid can 
be rendered to suffering ones by 
making them a temporary home 
there. 

llad we means of any conse- 
quence we would ere this have 
ordered the Johnstown brethren 
to repair their church at our ex- 
pense and we would take the 
chances of receiving it by dona- 
tions again. Now let there be a 
prompt and general response all 
over the Brotherhood. You can 
send the money direct to Eld. J. 
B. Rittgere, Johnstown, Pa., or 
aeud it to this office. The de- 
rangement in the system of doing 
business and handling mail in 
the stricken city, would render 
delays and danger of loss probj 
able, and small earns may be sent 
to The . Evangelist, and the 
brethren there will be advised to 
draw on us for the same. 
The Brethren at Johnstown 


not work in the full measure of 
hia power and the Lord's work 
is not done. 

There are still numerous 
splinters that might be polled 
from this log, and treated, but 
this is sufficient to call attention 
to a great falling- short on the 
part of many members in the 
duty they owe to their servants. 


Sapper* Yonr Pastors. 

Do not get frightened and 
clinch your teeth, as you com- 
mence to read this article, and 
tear that it is going down into 
your pocket, as a ferret in a rat 
den to drive out the occupants, 
or capture all lor selfish purposes ; 
neither is it to be an avalanche of 
abuse coming npon you like 
a Johnstown flood to carry yon 
where you would not go, to view 
the pitiable spectacle of your 
starved pastor, his hunger- pinch- 
ed wife and the poor children. 
These things will be paseed here, 
and left to the rendition of Di- 
vine justice so far as this message 
is ooncerred. It is another kind 
of support that shall engage at- 
tention. 

The loyal, self-sacrificing pas- 
tor is often treated to impudent 
insults by thoughtless members. 
After he has labored diligently 
and faithfully for years, and has 
been the light- ho use that saved 
the vessel from total wreck, his 
labor is ud honored, his enemies 
are encouraged in their abuse of 
him, he is looked upon aa of no 
practical benefit, branded as a 
hindrance to the work and re- 
garded as antiquated and a fossil 
that ought to be laid away in 
some museum as an interesting 
specimen to amuse the sight- 
seers of a new generation. If 
you are a member, you owe, as a 
man of God and a disciple ot 
Christ, your hearty support, by 
the influence ot your conversa- 
tion among friends, and due ap- 
preciation of the good service he 
performs. 

Honor to whom honor is due, 
is a Bible doctrine, and every 
member of a church should honor 
his pastor. If the pastor is a 
novice, a fool or a scamp, the 
church should at once depose 
him. The church who harbors a 
beast, under the title of a minis- 
ter of tbe Lord Jesus, is com- 
mitting sin, aa a body, and open 
to condemnation before Cod. 
The pastor needs this support. 
Hold him in esteem, and make 
him understand, too, that mer- 
itorious conduct must make the 
honor consistent. Give your 
pastor this support. Do not be 
simple, giddy, and foolish, and 
turn your heads when a new 
preacher comes along, and act 
as though you lacked good com» 
mon sense, and run after him, 
pet him, and flatter him like a 
love-sick girl does the new and 
fascinating dude just come to 
town. Do not forget that he 
who builds upon another man, 
builds upon sand, and his house 
is of straw. Moses murdered, 
David committed hellish deeds, 
Henry Ward Beecher was an 
adulterer and liar, Judas wee a 
traitor. Worship God, but sup- 
port your pastor. 

The successful work of your 
society depends largely upon the 
fraternal feeling existing be- 
tween the flock and the pastor. 
If the influence you naturally 
carry is withdrawn, yon treat 
him with dishonor, instead of 
honor, contribute to his salary 
under the protest of yonr heart, 
set yourself aa a stumbling block 
in the march of progress, he can 


The Amendment tn Pennsylva- 
nia. 

The date to vote npon the 
amendment in Pennsylvania is 
near at hand. A great duty rests 
upon all Christiana of that state. 
It is the duty of all to vote for 
the amendment, and especially 
those who have enrolled them- 
selves upon the list of those 
laboring to build up temperance 
and righteousness -in tbe land. 
The beneficial effects ot prohibi- 
tion are proved a thousand times 
by the experience of Iowa, Kan- 
sas and boroughs which have en- 
joyed it. There is not a single 
consideration outside of tbe plea 
that it will injure the craft of 
intoxicants and destroy the hope 
of gain for some. The aaloons of 
the State have raised many 
thousand dollars for the purpose 
of carrying tbe State for license, 
and thousands of votes will be 
bought when the election day 
comes. The one who sells his 
vote against tbe homes of the 
land, the practice of virtuous and 
Christian living, is a fit subject 
to be classed with Judaslscariot, 
and rewarded as he shall be. 


sT Discretion Is the better pert of valor' prove of his actios, and now the 


Is a food rule often to apply. 


EDITOBIAL NOTES. 


We print, elsewhere Sister .Sterling's 
poem, prepared for and read on Decor- 
ation Day. 


The new Congregational church of 
Ashland was favored with an address 
by one of tbe Sunday School agents of 
the Congregational church , He is em- 
ployed, with twenty-seven others to go 
In new localities and organize Sunday 
Schools. They are doing an Immense 
work tn that way. An agent looks out 
a favorable locality, organises a Sun- 
day School under bis own supervision, 
than from the children be goes to the 
parents, and In due time meetings are 
held and a church organized. Over a 
hundred thousand children were made 
Sunday School pupils last year by that 
method, by that church. 

A destruction of property almost 
equal to the Johnstown disaster, by 
names, took place at Seattle, Washing- 
ton Territory, last week. Thirty mill- 
ions of dollars went up in smoke and 
fell tn ruins. We wonder whether 
there is to be such destruction in some 
other quarter of this country this week. 
If so, thirty million* a week will soon 
lessen tbe property value In this coun- 
try. The Johnstown disaster week be- 
fore last, and the Seattle lire last week 
foot up a lots almost equal to all tbe 
loss by fire and water last year in this 
land. 

Hen often suppose they are strong, 
when there is no temptation. But 
when fiery trials come upon them, they 
immediately yield to circumstances. 
How many are there now, who, should 
the decree go out that Christ must be 
renounced on penalty ot death for dis- 
obedience, would remain loyal and ac- 
cept death rather than forsake him P 

The Brewers' Association of Allegh- 
any County has levied on each brewing 
firm an assessment of 10 cents per bar- 
rel for each barrel of ale or beer manu- 
factured last year. The funds thusde- 
rived are used for fighting tbe Prohib- 
itory A me iid m en i. This assessment 
will yield S35,ooo to the liquor cam- 
paign fund from the brewing interests 
of this county alone. This Is adlspatch 
to a late dally. Hay God help all Chris- 
tians to take the side for the Amend- 
ment. 


The utter nothingness of human life 
is strikingly set forth in tbe Johnstown 
calamity. Thousands of souls passed 
a way In one short hour, and the cir- 
cumstance's made it impossible to treat 
the dead with more respect and tender- 
ness than animals would be. Then the 
fiendish work of robbers shows tbe ter- 
rible state of depravity in which man 
may fall. 

It surprises some to learn that 'im- 
mortal' la found only once in the Bible 
and then In the epistles of St. Paul. 


Christ declared to Thomas who 
seemed Ignorant, that He was tbe way. 
Nothing is plainer in all tbe realm of 
Bible knowledge than this statement, 
Christ the way. «TIe leads as a leader, 
and what he asks of his followers, be 
first performed himself. He was bap- 
tized, he kept the Supper, be- washed 
his disciples' feet, he engaged in works 
of charity, died, and was resurrected. 
Exactly this he bas commanded bis 
followers to do. and therefore he Is the 
way. In the full sense of the word. 


How many very great errors are 
made by forgetting that the saints are 
only children of God 'by promise. Ye 
are tbe sons of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, not in reality and fact, — all, all 
by promise as yet. The tlmewlllcome 
when the sanctified will he true and 
real children of God, white now they 
ate only so in prospect, promise or by 
faltb only. 


The Harlot, Banab, believed the re- 
ports she heard of tbe wonderful deads 
of tbe Israelites, and Imputed the deeds 
to tbe God of tbe Israelites. She made 
a covenant with the spies she conceal- 
ed in her house, and bung a red line In 
tier window, as the token or sign of tbe 
covenant. This sign was to her, salva- 
tion from the destruction of Jericho, 
and resulted In her eternal salvation. 
She is now set before men aa an exam- 
ple of faltb. She believed the truth 
told her by God's servants. 

Solomon's wealth amounted to 
$3,500,000,000, in round numbers. He 
was worth more than all tbe million- 
aires of the United States put together. 
If be had lost the value of an empire 
out of his pocket, it would hardly have 
been worth his while to stoop down and 
pick it up. Yet, when tbe evening 
of life came on, be declared, all is 
vanity. Tbe hollo wnees of the fleshy 
life was fully realized by htm . 


The Orphans' Home. 

Brethren are we ready? Bis- 
ters of the Christian Endeavor, 
what say you 1 The orphans are 
ready bnt where is the Home r 
Ashland College dare not accept 
any further burden, for she al- 
ready has almost more than she 
can bear. But there will proba- 
bly be hundreds ot orphans in 
Johnstown and vicinity and per- 
haps some are Brethren's chil- 
dren, but that matters little, we 
know they are Cod's orphans, 
and can we hold ourselves blame- 
less if we refuse to take them in 1 
What says the Word? 'Inas- 
much as ye did it not to one of 
tbe least of these, ye did it not 
to me.' 

I cannot speak with authority 
tor I have no connection either 
with the society of Christian 
Endeavor or with Ashland Col- 
lage, but I know that there is a 
movement on foot to endow an 
orphan's home *in connection 
with Ashland College, and I be- 
lieve that 'There is a tide in 
the affairs of every man which, 
taken at the flood,' leads on to 
iame and fortune, and I be- 
lieve that for the Brethren's 
Orphans' Home, such a tide is 
now at the flood if tbe ebb has 
not already set in. 

Brethren, are you ready to 
strike now, or will you let the 
auspicious moment paae unim- 
proved and the noble cause lan- 
guish for years, perhaps forever, 
in dim obscurity ? Prompt 
decision is the duty of the hour. 
Why will Gov. Foraker's name 
be held in reverence by the snr 
vivors in the Conemangh Valley 1 
Because he acted with decision. 
In lees than forty-eight hoars 
after the flood not only the home- 
less, but even the Pennsylvania 
troops were resting in Ohio tents. 
He did not wait to see whether 
the people of hia state would ftp- 


state is honored by tbe act of her 
wiatf servant. Wise, did I say T 
It is not necessarily so. It was 
hia kind heart that prompted 
the act, and it might have been 
wise or simple bnt it was good, 
and now we know that it was 
both wise and humane. 

And now, brethren if yonr 
kind hearts speak, do not let 
cold intellect come in and tell 
them, nay, for by prompt notion 
you cannot assist a deserving in- 
stitution to bear her burdens and 
at the eame time' furnish home, 
love and perhaps, (who knows), 
eternal life to some little waif 
whom Qod'a mercy has spared 
from the ragings of the angry 
flood. 

The plan aa I understand it is 
about this . It is thought that tbe 
care and keeping of a little child 
would be worth at least sixty 
dollars per annum. This is six 
per cent of one thousand dollars 
then let some brother or ohuroh 
lend Ashland College one thou- 
sand dollars and they will take 
one little waif sml care for it 
until it is old enough to support 
itself. This is merely tbe out- 
line of a plan and be who first 
contributes a thousand d oil are to 
the noble cause will be heard 
with patience if he has any sug- 
gestions as to the details. 

But, though plans are very 
well and necessary, they will not 
do the work. Noble hearted 
men must be persuaded to set 
apart a small portion of tbeir 
means to the Lord's work, and I 
think that I see here a work for 
the Sisters of the Society of 
Christian Endeavor. Gentle sis- 
ters pleading for homeless chil- 
dren would certainly touoh 
hearts where all else would fail. 
Would to Ged I had 'A tongue 
as the pen of a ready writer* 
that I might go out among the 
children of men and teach tbe 
gospel of personal sacrifice. It is 
no use, brethren, to depend on a 
gospel that does not reach the 
pooketbbok and reach to the 
bottom of it. lam, sick of the 
religion that hoards np money 
for others to spend and lets the 
Lord's work go begging as a blind 
man in the streets, the religion 
that gorges itself on ice cream 
and cake and then boasts of what 
it has done for the Lord. How 
long, O Lord, how long ! The 
last days are coming. It is time 
for the gospel of Jesus, the gos- 
pel of raga and stripes, of hunger 
and wayfaring, of the Lord's 
work first and man's work after- 
wards. 

'Ah,' methinks I hear from 
some one, 'Those days are post, 
the world is turning to religion, 
and sacrifices are no longer nec- 
essary.' I am not so sure wheth- 
er this is the case or whether re- 
ligion is not turning to the devil. 
But the question was, shall we 
have an orphan's home ? When 
the goverment sent soldiers out 
to battle and they lost their lives 
the government was responsible 
tor the death and the orphaned ' 
children became wards ot tbe 
State, bnt these orphans are 
made such by an act of God and 
what is more fitting than that 
Hie representatives on earth 
should care for them. 

This is a catastrophe which 
should touch every heart it it is 
not aa hard as the silver which 
is its idol and it should be only 
necessary for this plan to be 
made public to make the dollars 
roll in by the tens, hundreds and 
tbbusands, so I shall say no 
more, but as a servant of Christ 
I stand and call 


"O who la there among us 

The true and the tried, 
Who'll stand by bis colors 

Who's on the Lord's side ?' 

By their fruits we shall know 
them. 

* • David BAiurr. 



